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Wednesday 
April 30th 

7:00 PM at  
Olympic View 
Elementary 

 

4 Seattle School Board 
Member Sherry Carr 

4 Luke Korpi, Seattle 
Department of 
Transportation: Traffic 
& Pedestrian Issues 

4 Seattle Police 
Department: Public 
Safety Information and 
Tips 

4 Community Business: 
4 Boundary Expansion-

Bylaw Vote 
4 Executive Board 

Elections 
4 Community Updates-

Waldo Hospital, 
Maple Leaf Reservoir 
Covering, 
Community Garden 

 

Free licensed child-care 
service - The MLCC 
sponsors free on-site 
childcare in order to 
encourage adult 
participation at our 
meetings. Please take 
advantage of this service 
by bringing your children 
with you to the General 
Meeting, where they will 
be cared for by 
professional childcare 
workers. 

Next 
Meeting 

Plan to attend the April 30th General Meeting. Meet 
Sherry Carr, District Seattle School Board 
representative. Because many of the issues raised at the 
January Town Hall meeting involved traffic and 
pedestrian issues, Luke Korpi (Seattle Department of 
Transportation) will be at the meeting to provide 
information and answer your questions. In the wake of 
possible gang-related problems in the Northgate area, 
Seattle Police Department representatives will be on 
hand to provide public safety information, tips, and 
answers to your questions. Learn about neighborhood 
issues through the community updates. 

GENERAL MEETING 

Since the January newsletter, there have 
been four public meetings regarding the 
proposed development at the Waldo Hospital 
(Camp Fire) site at 85th Street and 15th Avenue. 
One was a general meeting, two covered 
aspects of the proposed design, and one 
focused on traffic and pedestrian mitigation. 

Your Executive Board reviewed dozens of 
pages of documents, wrote several letters, and 
filed an official comment letter about the 
project and its potential environmental impacts. 
(The 50-page comment letter is available on 
our website.) We also had several meetings 
with City officials, the Cascade Land 
Conservancy, the developer, and neighbors like 
you in an effort to make any development of 
the Waldo Hospital site compatible with our 
neighborhood. 

The stakes went up when the professional 
arborist we were able to hire with your 
generous donations discovered the developer 
was not saving 58 trees on the site, but only 36. 
The arborist concluded that the entire grove of 
trees on the eastern side of the site is 
significant and worth preserving under City 
rules. 

The next big event will be the City’s 
threshold decision on the environmental 
impacts of the development proposal. That 
decision could come anytime between the end 
of April and some time in June. The city can 
require preparation of a full Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), or require certain 
mitigation measures instead of an EIS, or 
simply determine that no probable significant 
impacts will result from the development 
proposal. 

We are also pleased to announce that the 
University of Washington Berman 
Environmental Law Center has agreed to be 
our legal counsel. We are gratified this group 
of top lawyers and top students recognized the 
importance of our efforts. 

As mentioned previously, the best way to 
keep informed on ongoing issues is to sign up 
for our e-mail list on the new website: www.
MapleLeafCommunity.org.  

VISIT MAPLE LEAF’S NEW 
WEBSITE 

One of the best features of the new MapleLeafCom-
munity.org website is the ability to sign up for e-mail 
notifications on neighborhood activities and issues that 
interest you. Nearly 400 of your neighbors are already 
signed up for one or more of our lists. We will add more 
options, but currently you can sign up for the following: 
4 The Everything List – You’ll get a copy of any e-

mail sent out to any of the groups listed below. 
4 MLCC Meetings and Events – We use this list to 

send out announcements and reminders for important 
neighborhood meetings. 

4 MLCC Garden List – Interested in gardening? Want 
to be kept informed on what’s new at the Maple Leaf 
Community Garden on 103rd Street? This list is for 
you. 

4 MLCC LUTC – LUTC is short for Land Use and 
Transportation Committee. If  interested in land use, 
transportation, & pedestrian issues, this list is for 
you. 

4 Upper Maple Leaf Park list – When the Maple Leaf 
Reservoir covering project is done by 2011, we will 
have 25 acres of brand new open space that can be-
come a park. This list keeps people informed on the 
planning and fundraising process for this new eco-
logical wonder in the heart of our neighborhood. 

4 Save Waldo – This list keeps everyone up to date on 
the effort to positively affect the planned develop-
ment at the Waldo Hospital (Camp Fire) site at 85th 
Street and 15th Avenue. 
To sign up for any of these lists, go to our new www.

MapleLeafCommunity.org web site. Look on the right 
of most pages for the big red box. Click the box and 
you’re on your way. 



BUSINESS PROFILES 
by Dale Mars t o n  
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Seattle Public School Calendar 
May 26                         Memorial Day Holiday 
June 17                            Last Day of School 

The Annual OV PTA Plant Sale, 504 NE 95th 
Friday, April 25th 9 am-7:00 pm  

Saturday, April 26th 9:00 am-6:00 pm  
Sunday, April 27th 1:00-4:00 pm 

Rare Plants ** NW Native ** Vegetables ** Pottery 
SPECIAL SATURDAY EVENT: 9:30-10:30 am Lunchroom 
Phil Wood speaks on Gardening & low summer water plants. 

 Proceeds from this sale directly benefit the children at Olympic View! 

Volunteering 
 

There are many opportunities to volunteer.  Please contact Ki Pemberton, 
the school Volunteer Coordinator at 206-252-5572. 

Olympic View School 

Sacajawea Elementary School 

Executive Board: The Maple Leaf Community Council continues to need energetic, 
dedicated people to be actively involved in the community by serving a two-year term on 
the Executive Board. The Executive Board meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 
7pm at Olympic View Community Church. You can come to any Executive Board meeting 
and get a feel for how you can help shape the future of Maple Leaf and keep it the greatest 
place to live. Contact David Miller at 528-8110. 

 
Why Residents are Volunteering in Our Neighborhood 
"Development, traffic, and other pressures are increasingly noticeable in the Maple 

Leaf community. Maple Leaf Community Council volunteers have a noticeable effect on 
our quality of life, and that effect is directly related to how many community members are 
willing to volunteer their time." 

—  David Miller, MLCC President 
 
There have been many pleas for volunteers in Maple Leaf, and the community's 

ongoing transportation and development concerns (plus several vacancies on the MLCC 
Executive Board this month) continue that need. Recently, some new council meeting 
attendees shared their differing reasons for getting involved in volunteering. 

"I started attending the Maple Leaf Executive Board meetings to offer support, input, 
and to become more aware of neighborhood issues so that I can better advocate for the 
Maple Leaf Community," said Ryan Miller, who lives in an area not yet officially 
recognized as a part of the community council's jurisdiction. If approved at the April 
General Meeting when the issue is brought to a vote, his effort to expand the boundary 
bylaws could positively impact over 200 households neighboring him in the proposed area 
with representation and advocacy before the mayor, City Council, and County Council. 

New to community volunteering, Charles Harper has also begun attending community 
meetings in Maple Leaf and helping the MLCC with proofreading duties. "For me, I got 
involved because my wife and I have found this to be a wonderful place to live while she 
completes graduate work at UW," he said, adding that he found the neighborhood "a warm 
community with great small businesses, especially compared to the more hectic corners of 
Seattle...I decided I wanted to get to know the people and concerns of Maple Leaf better, 
and joining [the MLCC] has proven to be the best way to get involved and lend a hand for 
a few hours a week." 

What can any Maple Leaf resident do to preserve the neighborhood's quality of life?  
-Attend local meetings  
-Offer delivery of this newsletter to neighbors  
-Visit the MLCC website, then sign up for mailing list updates to keep informed  
-Become a Summer Social volunteer  
-Write us with any community-related concerns or questions  
-Send in donations and/or membership dues to the community council  
-It's not too late to run for an Executive Board position! 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Contemporary Art Glass  
206-527-5022 
Maya Radoczy  
www.mayaglass.com 
 
Contemporary Art Glass is not just a business 

for Maya Radoczy; it’s also her passion. Glass is a 
science as well as an art form, and she’s been 
perfecting both. She grew up in an artistic family 
on the east coast, completed a two-year glass 
apprenticeship in Germany, and returned to the US 
to attend Pilchuck Glass School in Stanwood. 

Maya has been doing architectural art glass 
installations for over 20 years, and her pieces are 
installed nationally and internationally. Two local 
examples include “Twelve Words for Ice,” the 
twelve cast glass panels in the main entrance doors 
of the REI Seattle store, and an expansive leaded 
glass window wall for the Lynnwood Library. 

Maple Leaf has been her home since 1989, 
when she was looking for a small house with a 
large lot to build an adjacent private artist’s studio. 
Her studio building was designed by her father, a 
fine arts and design professor, and her uncle, a 
famous furniture designer. Surrounded by mature 
trees, from the street the studio isn’t apparent. But 
step inside the small entry gallery, and the space 
opens to an airy, light-filled studio beyond, with 
big south and east facing windows. It’s equipped to 
do all forms of glass work—including blowing, 
casting, and fusing—with a 2000-degree furnace 
for blowing glass, many kilns, and an annealer to 
slowly cool the pieces. 

Maya shares her studio with another glass artist, 
Chris Beck, whose friendship has resulted in a 
glass-blowing collaboration. Chris has been a guest 
teacher at Pilchuck and a designer at Glass Eye 
(Seattle’s oldest glass studio). He also volunteers 
with the youth program where he lives in South 
Park, mentoring kids and teaching them how to 
make fused glass jewelry and tiles. 

Currently Maya and Chris are creating glass 
garden art, including hummingbird feeders, glass 
birdbaths, pond floats and accents, water globes, 
chili peppers, and reproduction Japanese fishing 
floats in assorted colors and sizes. They’ll even do 
custom colors to match your décor. Many of their 
special color formulas come from Germany or New 
Zealand. Their seasonal glass art includes 
Halloween pumpkins and Christmas ornaments. 

Private studio visits are available by 
appointment, but they also have studio sales. Look 
for the “Art Glass Sale” signs set out on 15th 
Avenue NE and NE 89th Street advertising periodic 
weekend sales. Upcoming events include a “May 
showers” garden art sale on the second Saturday in 
May. 

Their glass art will be displayed in a beautiful 
garden setting at the Jardin du Soleil Lavender 
Farm during the Sequim Lavender Festival, July 
18-20th. And if you really want to experience the 
art and science of glass, they’ll do private glass-
blowing parties for a minimum of six people. 
Please call the studio for more information or to 
schedule an appointment. 



MAPLE LEAF 
COMMUNITY GARDEN 
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PROPOSED BOUNDARY 
EXPANSION 

Residents in the area bounded by 
Northgate Way on the north, NE 103rd 
Street on the south, Roosevelt Way on 
the west and 15th Avenue NE on the 
east have requested to become part of 
the geographic area represented by the 
Maple Leaf Community Council. An 
amendment to the bylaws that would 
expand Maple Leaf’s boundaries will 
be put to a vote by members in good 
standing (current dues paying 
members) at the April 30th General 
Meeting. If you have comments or 
questions relating to this issue, contact 
David.Miller@MapleLeafCommunity.
org or come to the general meeting. 

Open Garden & Work Party 
Schedule 
4 Sat., May 10, 10 am—1 pm 
4 Sat., July 19, 10 am — 1 pm 
4 Sat., September 20, 10 am — 1 

pm 
If you haven’t seen it yet, these are 

perfect opportunities to bring the 
whole family to visit the garden at 
529 NE 103rd Street. See the 
wonderful art created by Olympic 
View Elementary School students for 
the stair risers and tool shed, our 
fabulous wind sculptures, tour the 
garden, see our native plant garden, 
admire P-Patch gardens, walk the 
labyrinth, relax on one of our 
benches, stroll the pathways, or enjoy 
complimentary refreshments. 

Volunteer Opportunities: 
Community volunteers are needed to 
help care for our garden on an 
ongoing basis. No special skills are 
necessary--just sprinkling some 
water, sweeping, or pulling some 
weeds. Everyone in the 
neighborhood is welcome. There 
will be jobs for people with varied of 
physical abilities and experience. 
Come out and meet your neighbors. 
Get a little exercise and fresh air. 
Contribute to our Maple Leaf 
community. For more information, 
contact Barbara Maxwell at 524-1502 
or via e-mail at tbmax@juno.com or 
Jennifer Zanella, our local P-Patch 
site coordinator, at 527-0895 or 
ilgirasole@att.net. 

MAPLE LEAF TRANSPORTATION 

Maple Leaf Walking Route #1 (All streets and avenues are designated 'NE'.) 
If your New Year’s resolutions included getting more exercise, the Maple Leaf neighborhood is a 

perfect place to keep your commitment. There are interesting businesses to patronize, parks to explore and 
play in, and hills to climb. Here is a short walking route to take with your kids, strollers, dogs, and all. 

Start at the Maple Leaf ACE Hardware store at 90th Street and Roosevelt Way. Tom and Karen 
Stephenson bought the hardware business in 1974. A few years ago they sold it to their daughter Kathy 
and her husband Mike Kelly (owners of Reckless Video) and their son, Joe. The Maple Leaf ACE is the 
largest ACE store in Seattle with 10,000 square feet of tools, plumbing and electrical supplies, garden 
equipment, bird seed, window glass, work gloves, kitchen wares, and just about anything your heart 
desires. 

After you’ve done a little shopping at ACE, walk east on 90th Street to 12th Avenue and turn right. 
Walk south and stop at the corner of 89th Street and 12th Avenue. Give the dog a drink and a few dog 
biscuits from the free(!) supply, and leave a thank you note on the white board posted on the fence. 

Keep walking south on 12th Avenue to 88th Street. Adjacent to 1065 NE 88th is a public access to the 
Maple Leaf reservoir fence, though it may not look so public. After walking through the nice landscaping 
to the reservoir fence for a gander at the fabulous view of the city and Mount Rainer, go back to 88th, turn 
east, and walk to 15th Avenue. On a clear day you will have a glorious view of the Cascade Mountains as 
you walk down 88th. 

Turn right onto 15th Avenue and head southbound toward 85th Street. You will walk past the old Waldo 
Hospital, which was built in 1924 by William E. Waldo. It is currently the oldest remaining (and second 
built) Osteopathic Hospital in the Pacific Northwest. At one time it was the major health care institution in 
the northend of Seattle; Dr. Waldo delivered over 2,000 babies at this hospital. As you peek through the 
60+ mature fir trees, you might catch a glimpse of the ghost that is said to live in the building. 

Turn right at 85th Street and walk up a short hill to the corner of 14th Avenue. As you turn and walk 
south down the reservoir fence line (wave at the nice security guards that patrol the reservoir), notice again 
the fabulous view we have of Seattle from Maple Leaf. Come back during summer twilight and see how 
the city glows red and gold in the setting sun. The 60-million-gallon reservoir, completed in 1911, receives 
water from the Cedar River watershed; it is slated for covering in 2009 or 2010 to comply with federal 
security requirements. 

Walk down 14th Avenue to 82nd Street, turn right, and walk west to Roosevelt Way. The Maple Leaf 
playground is one of the few parks in Maple Leaf, and we cherish every one of them. The neighborhood 
shares the Maple Leaf playground with citywide soccer and Little League programs. And on one of those 
few snow days that dusts the higher elevations in Seattle, you’ll find kids taking advantage of the small 
hills in the playground. In the middle of the playground, between the two baseball diamonds, you will 
notice a quaint old building that is fenced off and boarded up. It is the original “gate house” and pump 
room for the Maple Leaf reservoir. 

At the corner of 82nd Street and Roosevelt Way, turn right and walk north up the hill past the western 
boundary of the Maple Leaf Playground. The fence posts are clad with the public art piece “Garden of 
Light and Color” by Linda Haworth, a Portland artist. Each fence post shield is an 8”x120” aluminum 
form filled with a panel of approximately 4,320 tiny three-eighths-inch pieces of mosaic handmade, hand-
cut glass. 

Through the fence you will notice the other piece of public art in the neighborhood: the Gazebo, by 
Jean Whitesavage and Nick Lyle. The Gazebo contains images of plant and animal forms indigenous to 
the Pacific Northwest and is a great place for a contemplative view of Mt. Rainer, or kids playing on the 
playground equipment. The public art and the playground equipment are part of our community because of 
the efforts of many neighborhood volunteers and the Maple Leaf Community Council. 

As you walk north on Roosevelt Way you will pass the Reservoir Bar and Grill. The distinctive 1929 
building has long been a hangout for locals for pool, beers, and burgers. Some say it was a speakeasy 
during Prohibition. Right next to the ‘Rez’ is Art Tile, which has been providing ceramic, stone, porcelain, 
and glass tile products since 1947. You will also pass, on the corner of 88th Street and Roosevelt Way, the 
Abused Deaf Women's Advocacy Services transitional housing for deaf, deaf-blind, or hard of hearing 
women who are victims of domestic violence. 

Stop in at Cloud City Coffee for a hot chocolate or premium coffee and great house-made food, or 
come back for the Conversation Café or Creative Writers Group on Wednesday evenings or NorthEnd 
Knitters Meeting on the last Saturday afternoon of each month. You might take a minute to check out 
“Between Cultures” (a gallery of tribal, folk, and ethnographic art) or the “Snow Goose gallery” across the 
street. Snow Goose has provided native art from the Northwest, Canada, and Alaska since 1971. 

Continue northbound on Roosevelt Way past Maxine’s Pickety Patch, the Treehouse Barbershop and 
Wildroot Hair Salon, Snappy Dragon, Math and Stuff, the Maple Leaf Grill, and back to ACE. You’ve 
gone 1.2 miles, made nearly 70 feet in elevation gain, gotten some exercise, and enjoyed our special place 
in Seattle. So, go outside and play! 

North Seattle accounts for the bulk of the streets without sidewalks, largely due to a 
historical quirk: until the 1950s, most neighborhoods north of North 85th Street were part of 
King County, which, unlike Seattle, did not require housing developers to build sidewalks. 
The City estimates it will take decades to build the missing sidewalks. 

There are still good walking opportunities in Maple Leaf. Janice Camp is working to 
promote better health by creating a guide to interesting walking routes in Maple Leaf. Here 
is Janice’s: 



MAPLE LEAF RESERVOIR COVERING: 
NEW OPEN SPACE 
by Do n n a H art m an n -Miller 

MAPLE LEAF LAND USE 
The City’s Land Use Code has specific requirements for 

notifying the public of opportunities to comment on development 
proposals. Depending on the type of the proposal, notice may be 
given by a large white sign, a smaller yellow sign, or by a mailed 
notice. Information is also available on the Department of 
Planning and Development (DPD) website at www.seattle.gov/
dpd. These notices include information about the project, contact 
information, and how the public can comment or be notified of 
meetings and other DPD actions. 

Update: Legislation Pertaining to Single-Family Zoning 
As reported in January, City Council Bill 116066 was passed 

by City Council in early December. The bill made changes to the 
Seattle Municipal Code (SMC 23.34) and modified criteria for 
the rezoning of single family lots. The amendments allow single-
family zoned lots in the Northgate Overlay District to be eligible 
for rezoning to a commercial zone, through the contract rezone 
process under certain conditions. 

Maple Leaf’s attorney, J. Richard Aramburu, conducted a 
further review of the legislation and recent case law, determining 
that an appeal to the Growth Management Board had a limited 
chance of success. Therefore, no litigation was initiated. 

Maple Leaf is working with some of the other neighborhoods 
encompassed by the Northgate Plan on this issue. We have taken 
steps to obtain a large map of the Northgate Overlay that shows 
parcel boundaries and zoning categories. Using this map, each 
neighborhood will assess the likely impact of the legislation on 
their single-family zoned areas to the best of their ability. 

New Issue: Affordable Housing Action Agenda & Single 
Family Zoning 

In February, 2008, the Seattle Planning Commission issued a 
report titled “Affordable Housing Action Agenda.” It includes a 
series of recommended strategies to address Seattle’s lack of 
affordable housing. One strategy suggested is to increase 
development capacity citywide by implementing minimum 
densities, or encouraging upzones in certain areas. The 
recommendations include a City Comprehensive Plan change 
that calls for re-examining the current land use policy to 
determine whether the criteria for rezoning single-family-zoned 
land should be adjusted. Since over 60% of land in Seattle is 
zoned single-family, a change in current policy could result in 
dramatic changes in neighborhoods like Maple Leaf. You can 
view the entire report at www.seattle.gov/planningcommission or 
you can request a copy of the report by contacting Casey Mills, 
Planning Commission Analyst, at 694-8694 or  

Casey.Mills@seattle.gov. 
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Mark you calendar now to make sure you and your 
family take part in the most popular Maple Leaf event 

of the year. The Maple Leaf Summer Social is your 
opportunity to meet neighbors, see the work of our 

talented local artists, hear great music, eat delicious ice cream, 
entertain the kids, learn what’s happening in the neighborhood, 
and have lots of fun. There is no charge for this event. Volunteers 
are needed to help: please contact Janice Camp at 527-0926. 

13TH ANNUAL SUMMER SOCIAL  
JULY 30TH-MAPLE LEAF PARK! 

Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) is in the process of covering the 
city reservoirs. This covering will create open spaces that could 
be developed into new parks. All indications are this construction 
to cover the Maple Leaf reservoir will begin in late spring/early 
summer 2009 instead of the previously scheduled 2011. While 
this is good because #1: SPU saves money with this schedule and 
#2: our park could be available sooner, it also means we have 
some immediate planning and fundraising to do because there is 
no source of funding identified for a new park. 

This reservoir covering creates a rare opportunity to plan a 
park that can become a focal point of Maple Leaf. There is a 
great deal of work to do in order to create a park that will have a 
positive impact on the neighborhood. Our Upper Maple Leaf 
Park (UMLP) committee has begun working to create fundraising 
events and conduct research. We are initially raising money to 
hire a Landscape Architect who will assist our community in 
developing a master plan for the park. Once we have a plan, we 
will have the information we need to set a fundraising goal for 
development of a new park. You can hear more about the 
community outreach ideas the committee is considering at the 
upcoming quarterly community meetings and Summer Social. 

If you are interested in joining the UMLP committee, 
providing grant and/or fundraising sources, offering ideas 
regarding park features, or making a contribution, please visit 
www.MapleLeafCommunity.org to check out the Upper Maple 
Leaf Park page and send an e-mail. We look forward to hearing 
from you. 

The future park is located at the intersection of 5th Ave NE 
and NE 112th Street; it is currently a King County Park and 
Ride facility. This project will convert 3.73 acres of mostly 
asphalt to a new green urban park. 

Please visit the project website for updates and to view 
image boards: 
www.seattle.gov/parks/maintenance/NorthgateUrbanCenter.htm. 
For information about the project contact: Kim Baldwin, 
Project Manager, 800 Maynard Avenue S., 3rd Floor, Seattle, 
WA 98134-1336 or kim.baldwin@seattle.gov. 

NORTHGATE URBAN CENTER PARK 

Whether you love them or hate them, traffic circles have been 
shown to increase safety at intersections by reducing speeds and 
accidents. Additionally, traffic circles add beauty, visual interest, 
and a sense of pride when they are planted and carefully 
maintained by one of our dedicated volunteers. It is very 
discouraging to these volunteers when circle plantings are 
damaged or vandalized. Please be thoughtful and appreciative of 
these unsung neighborhood heroes and heroines. A “thank you” 
will mean a lot. Don’t pick flowers or dump yard waste in circles. 

TRAFFIC CIRCLE DAMAGE 

Needed are volunteers to deliver newsletters and newsletter bundles around the neighborhood.  
Please call Sydnie at 206-524-2512 if able to offer assistance.  


